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ing an inner court, and usually surmounted by a tower
at each corner, giving it quite an oriental appearance.
The attendants in the serai consist of the "bhisti/' or
water-carrier, the cook, who does well enough for travellers
who can content themselves with eggs and chickens, and
the "khansama," or provider of provisions, with whom you
must treat, and whose prices are low enough generally.
The keeper of the serai is simply an agent of the Honour-
able Company, to whom the greater number of these
establishments belong, and they are inspected occasionally
by the engineer-in-chief of the district
A strange but strictly kept rule is in force in these
^"bungalows: a traveller may occupy the serai for four-and-
twenty hours, unquestioned, but in the event of his wish-
ing to stay longer, he must get a permit from the in-
spector. Without this authorization the next comer,
whether English or Hindoo, may turn him out
It is needless to say that on our arrival at our halting-
place, Behemoth produced the usual sensation, that is to
say, he was very much stared at, and perhaps very much
coveted. I must say, though, that the actual guests hi the
serai looked at him with somewhat of disdain, disdain too
affected to be real.
These people, however, were not simple mortals, travel-
ling on business or pleasure. It was not some English
officer, on his way to the cantonments on the Nepaul